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 Women’s Day welcomed Pastor Jes Kast for 

the keynote presentation and worship. We 

took a deep dive into Numbers 6:24-26, 

studying line by line what it means to bless 

and be blessed. In keeping with our summer 

theme, she also shared the food ministry of 

her home congregation, West End Collegiate 

Church, where she serves as an associate 

pastor. The ministry, A Taste of Heaven, 

serves “hungry neighbors” and is offered to 

anyone who wants to come. Workshops were 

offered around spiritual practice through yoga 

and mindfulness, hiking, crafting, and healthy 

relationships. 

 

 Summer 2017 focused on what we hunger for: 

community, grace, and action. Through our 

theme, The Table is Set,” campers learned,  

1. Jesus welcomes all to the table, including 

those who are not typically valued in the 

world.  

2. All that we have comes from God and that 

God takes care of us. Recognizing and 

naming our blessings helps us to live more 

meaningful lives.  

3. We have individual gifts and talents and we 

can all be leaders in making a difference.  

4. Building on the foundation of God’s 

expansive welcome, the provision we 

receive, the actions we are called to, and 

the forgiveness we experience, we 

proclaim from the bluffs that we are Loved 

and Claimed children of God! 

 

 In addition to our traditional summer camp 

programs, we introduced three new 

programs in 2016. Outbacks was  developed 

as a response to our junior high and high 

school students who crave more adventure! 

These students went on a camping road trip. 

They traveled first to Camp Amnicon on Lake 

Superior for some camping before heading 

into the George Crosby Manitou State Park 

for backpacking and camping.  

 

 

Foresters was designed for middle and high 

school students that love traditional camps 

and want to add a larger service component. 

This group of campers bunked at nearby 

DreamAcres Farm and cooked their meals 

over the fire and took excursions to work at 

Channel One and go on adventures like 

tubing the Root River. Preschool Playday 

debuted, offering an intergenerational day 

camp at Good Earth Village. Hotdogs were 

cooked over the fire and games and creek 

splashing were enjoyed with little ones and 

their adult companions. It was an opportunity 

– literally – for preschool/precamp children to 

dip their toes into the camp experience.   

 

 Our fourth season of the Launch Project 

welcomed speakers Monica Coleman who 

spoke about finding faith in the midst of 

mental illness, Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove 

spoke about our call to serve together as 

One Body, and Zac Morton shared 

alternatives to traditional spiritual 

practices.  

 

 Three Fall Youth Blasts served youth in 

grades 3-8 around the theme of a “Recipe 

for Life.” Youth came to camp for an 

overnight retreat with Bible studies, crafts, 

and worship to consider the ingredients 

that God gives us to follow Him and serve 

through the example of Jesus.  

 

 

 

Join us for our Annual Meeting  

Sunday, February 18
th 

at 2:30 p.m.  

Good Earth Village – Barr Lodge  
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Good Earth Village benefited from beautiful investments from our congregational partners. 

From your financial contributions, to volunteer hours around camp grounds, to providing 

program leadership, to hosting our staff, to your prayers and other service, you all make the 

Village. Good Earth Village is committed to being an effective partner and welcomes your 

ideas. Please look for new and continued ways soon to lift up outdoor ministry to make faith 

formation stronger together. When we partner, our youth and families benefit by growing 

stronger in their faith and relationships. 

 

 

 We feel incredibly blessed to announce 

that we raised over $70,000 at the 2017 

Good Gifts Gala in support for the 

camp’s purpose of being a place for 

Christ-centered retreat and community, 

as well as faith formation and care for 

God’s creation. The gala is a 

community-building event as much as a 

fundraiser. It was a fun evening with a 

silent and live auction, dinner, 

testimonials and singing. It was a 

chance for old friends and new friends 

to come together to celebrate this 

blessed mission.  

 

 Good Earth Village welcomed 15% 

more summer campers than 2016, 

however camping revenue fell. A full 

90% of campers took advantage of 

subsidized camper fees. We are 

grateful for the continued support from 

congregations and many WELCA 

groups so that we can provide the 

maximum number of youth the 

experience of outdoor ministry.  

 

 

 

 Thrivent Financial remained an 

important partner this year. Good 

Earth Village was honored to receive 

proceeds from a special collection at a 

regional member event. Additionally, 

several Thrivent Action Teams helped 

to pay for our Spring Work Day, the 

installation of a disc golf course, and 

for some Good Gifts Gala auction 

items. Although Good Earth Village 

continued to receive Thrivent Choice 

Dollars throughout the year, the 

amount designated to us has 

significantly declined.



 The Board of Directors took two important 

actions this year adopting both Core 

Values and a Purpose Statement. In 

addition to our mission statement, these 

two elements will guide decisions for 

programming and land use in the 

generations to come.  

Core Values: Community, Faith, 

Friendship, Fun, Openness, Peace, 

Service  

Purpose: To be a place for Christ-centered 

retreat and community.

 

 

The best days of Good Earth Village are ahead of us because of your continued support and 

encouragement. We hope to see you a lot in the coming year, and look forward to hearing how 

we can support your ongoing efforts. We take our mission seriously - Explore God in Creation. 

Grow faith in community. Engage the world as followers of Christ. We seek those who seek the 

Lord, and know that through His grace we will all arrive. Whatever challenges lie ahead, with 

your help through Him we will be successful. 


